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In this original, provocative contribution to the debate over economic inequality, Ganesh Sitaraman

argues that a strong and sizable middle class is a prerequisite for Americaâ€™s constitutional

system. Â For most of Western history, Sitaraman argues, constitutional thinkers assumed

economic inequality was inevitable and inescapableâ€”and they designed governments to prevent

class divisions from spilling over into class warfare. The American Constitution is different.

Compared to Europe and the ancient world, America was a society of almost unprecedented

economic equality, and the founding generation saw this equality as essential for the preservation of

Americaâ€™s republic. Over the next two centuries, generations of Americans fought to sustain the

economic preconditions for our constitutional system. But today, with economic and political

inequality on the rise, Sitaraman says Americans face a choice: Will we accept rising economic

inequality and risk oligarchy or will we rebuild the middle class and reclaim our republic? Â The

Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution is a tour de force of history, philosophy, law, and politics. It

makes a compelling case that inequality is more than just a moral or economic problem; it threatens

the very core of our constitutional system.
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â€œIn his fine book, both history and a call to arms, Ganesh Sitaraman argues that the

contemporary explosion of inequality will destroy the American Constitution. . . . He has done all of

us a great service, taking an issue of overwhelming public importance, delving into its history,

helping understand how our forebears handled it and building a platform to think about it today.â€•Â 



â€”Angus Deaton, The New York Times Book Review (cover review)â€œGanesh Sitaraman is a bold

and visionary thinker whose new book, The Crisis of the Middle Class Constitution, shows that the

disappearing American dream is more than a policy problemâ€”it is a constitutional crisis. In our age

of growing inequality, the stakes couldnâ€™t be higher. Every American needs to read this book.â€•

â€”Senator Elizabeth Warrenâ€œThe Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution may well prove to be

the most important political book of the year.â€•Â  â€”The Huffington Postâ€œIn a powerful new book,

the legal scholar Ganesh Sitaraman argues that Americaâ€™s government will fall apart as

inequality deepens.â€•Â  â€”Rebecca Rosen, The AtlanticÂ â€œSitaramanâ€™s valuable book invites

a set of questions that it alone cannot resolve. But they are the right questions, and part of the proof

is that theyâ€™re hard to answer.â€•Â  â€”The NationÂ â€œIn a wonderfully concise and

well-documented chapter, â€˜How Economic Inequality Threatens the Republic,â€™ [Sitaraman]

explains the dynamics of rising inequality and its impact on the political system. . . .Â  [P]athbreaking

exploration. . . . The book succeeds in its central objective: presenting a strong case that economic

inequality isnâ€™t just a matter of fairness or economic efficiency; itâ€™s about the survival of our

constitutional order. Americans who value the republic can only hope that judges, legislators and we

the people take heed.â€•Â  â€”James Gray Pope, The Washington Postâ€œMr.Â SitaramanÂ is onto

an important insight, or at least a pressing question. Evidence from around the world strongly

suggests that liberal constitutions do not fare well in countries with oligarchic social structures.

Today, America's middle class is indeed beleaguered. . . . [This] book provides a much-needed

reminder: For all our legendary good luck, nothing ordains that all our constitutional stories will have

a happy ending.â€• â€”The Wall Street Journalâ€œSitaraman provides us with a much-needed

reminder of how economic inequality has been adjudicated in the pastâ€”and how it can be more

effectively alleviated in the future.â€• â€”Win McCormack, The New RepublicÂ â€œSitaraman . . .

brings a fresh eye and an impressive range of historical thinking to an ageless question: What are

the conditions for freedom? He tours the intellectual struggles of the 19th and early 20th centuries,

as progressives worked to reconcile industrialization and democracy. He gives us a glimpse of

episodes that led to the progressive creation of the income tax, the development of antitrust laws

and enforcement, the creation of a welfare state . . . and through the demise of those

achievementsâ€”a generation in which weâ€™ve reduced taxes, stopped investing in public

infrastructure, and stopped enforcing antitrust. According to Sitaraman, weâ€™ve lost the policies

essential to the preservation of the middle class.â€• â€”Zephyr Teachout, The American

Prospectâ€œWhat Piketty was to economics, this book is to our constitutional tradition. Sitaraman

uncovers the lost essence to our constitutional past, and renders it as important today as it ever



was. His beautifully written and powerfully argued book will change the discourse of

constitutionalismâ€”for the better.â€• â€”Lawrence Lessig, author of Republic, Lost, and Furman

Professor of Law and Leadership, Harvard Law SchoolÂ â€œA pathbreaking effort to rethink the

past, present, and future of American constitutional development.â€• â€”Bruce Ackerman, Sterling

Professor of Law and Political Science, Yale UniversityÂ â€œGanesh Sitaraman has reached

broadly into history, economics, and politics to provoke concern about the risks that wealth

inequality poses to the stability of our constitutional system. This is a brilliantly inventive argument,

especially sobering in light of the populism of the right and the left during the last presidential

election.â€• â€”David K. Shipler, author of The Working Poor: Invisible in AmericaÂ â€œCan

American democracy survive the decline of the American middle class? With The Crisis of the

Middle-Class Constitution, Ganesh Sitaraman has provided a strikingly original, provocative and

timely intervention in this urgent debate.â€• â€”Michael Lind, author of Land of Promise: An

Economic History of the United StatesÂ â€œAmerican democracy cannot stand too much economic

inequality. In fact, American democracy is built on a robust idea of economic fairness among

citizens. In this new Gilded Age, these principles have been easy to neglect. In his timely and

important book, Ganesh Sitaraman makes a strong case that economic fairness is a constitutional

principle, and that if we give up on it, we will have given up on our democracy altogether. In making

this argument, he gives readers a powerful and useful narration of the long American struggle for

genuine self-government. He also pays close and valuable attention to the concrete reforms that

can move us closer to real democracy.â€• â€”Jedediah Purdy, author of After Nature: A Politics for

the Anthropocene and Everett Professor of Law, Duke University School of Law
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Thorough research and reasonably well written. I'm captivated by the premise and wish I was a bit

more strongly convinced. Not that his arguments aren't convincing, but they'd likely mainly convince

those who already agree. Like myself. The problem is we live in times when it's nearly unimaginable



to think of leaders seriously pressing for the types of changes that were commonplace 60-80 years

ago. And I was around 60 years ago to attest that overall the country was a happier less nasty and

greedy place. The problem we face is how to attract a strong majority of voters to the cause -- and

frankly the opposite seems to be happening in my state.All that said, Worth reading to understand

the middle class issue through the ages, and to not fall prey to common argument that the country

was made for the wealthy.

This book is not only important, it couldn't be more topical with the recent change in presidency. The

middle class in US is shrinking and not only is it worrying the average person who doesn't know

which side of the middle class divide, but also academics like Ganesh Sitaraman. The book steps

through how economic presence was built into the US constitution dating all the way back to the

ancient Greeks. If you're a student of the classics, you'll find the thread that the author pulls from the

Greek government and relation between land owners and plebs through Machievelli, then through a

17th century Scottish philosopher, all the way to the founding fathers fascinating.But let's go out on

the limb and say that most people won't be fascinated on why the middle class is important in the

constitution and the health of our country, you may be interested in better understanding how it is

affecting us today and what we can do about it (the shrinking middle class) In particular, aspiring

professionals finishing college are faced with a dilemma today due to the completely changed

landscape for jobs and long term viability. It's been quite some time since Friedman pronounced the

earth as flat, but has anything really changed since then? Is the EU crumbling? What effect will a

billionaire(?) president have on the viability of the country and the real prospects of the people that

voted for him.This book is essentially addressing these basic problems (although the presidency is

never directly referenced, so please don't think this is a jab at the 2016 election). It's really about

searching for the real answers and solutions based on the real world economics and addressing

how the constitution and the protection of rights is rooted in economic classes.This book is very

nerdy and not an "easy" read, but it is the type of book that makes you think, and better yet, expand

your thinking.

This book makes a persuasive case that the decay of the American middle class is the primary

threat to our republic, and that the founders, like many political thinkers and leaders before and

since, recognized that a large and stable middle class is necessary for a democracy like ours to

survive and flourish. The book is especially helpful now, because it offers a path forward in light of

the capture of Congress and the courts by our economic elites as well as the populist surge that



helped elect Trump.

Sitaraman began with a position and carries it throughout the book. He argues that the U.S.

Constitution is a middle-class constitution with ties going back to Rome and more recently,

Harrington. The colonies were middle class because the situation in North America did not support

the European class system. The relatively rich could go from riches to rags very quickly. With that

qualification, the book is a very good read and makes one think.

You will be a lot more knowledgeable on history and economics after reading this deeply thought

out book. An essential read for anyone who is interested in getting an understanding of how we got

here to middle class crisis mode and how to get out of it. This is a book written in depth, starting at

the very beginning of democratic thought and discussing ramifications of decisions, legal and

otherwise over time, right down to here and now in the US of A. The author also talks about

corrective measures and concrete reforms that may help us return to a more robust economy that

will reduce inequality. A book for the times we are in, and a book that will remain as a reference and

essential read well into the future for the serious student of economics, law and life.

Very fine book! An education in the history of constitutional democracy, how they fail and how they

are reformed. Gives me much to think about in these times where we are taking a look at our own

constitution. Interesting discussion about how congress members have been selected throughout

history - by lottery mostly! The content is deep but the book is well written.

Reminds us of what America stands for and that the Founding Fathers knew we cannot have a

Republic without relative equality of wealth.

Ganesh clearly outlines why America and the Constitution is facing an existential crisis. This book

should be a wake up call to anyone who thinks inequality doesn't have an impact on our form of

government.

The Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution: Why Economic Inequality Threatens Our Republic The

New Urban Crisis: How Our Cities Are Increasing Inequality, Deepening Segregation, and Failing

the Middle Class&#151;and What We Can Do About It The New Urban Crisis: How Our Cities Are

Increasing Inequality, Deepening Segregation, and Failing the Middle Class - and What We Can Do

http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/5kZVE/the-crisis-of-the-middle-class-constitution-why-economic-inequality-threatens-our-republic.pdf?r=d61j4GzClTvske4WcMaJl%2F4B66P0Rtj4NSa8jWNL3u4%3D


About It Toxic Inequality: How America&#146;s Wealth Gap Destroys Mobility, Deepens the Racial

Divide, and Threatens Our Future Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality

and Threatens Democracy Economic Apartheid In America: A Primer on Economic Inequality &

Insecurity, Revised and Updated Edition Economic Apartheid In America: A Primer On Economic

Inequality & Insecurity Never Out of Season: How Having the Food We Want When We Want It

Threatens Our Food Supply and Our Future A More Perfect Constitution: Why the Constitution Must

Be Revised: Ideas to Inspire a New Generation Falling Behind: How Rising Inequality Harms the

Middle Class (Wildavsky Forum Series) Broke: How Debt Bankrupts the Middle Class (Studies in

Social Inequality) The Upside of Inequality: How Good Intentions Undermine the Middle Class

Republik und Demokratische Republic Kongo = Republic and Democratic Republic of the Congo =

Republique et la Republique democratique du Congo = Republica y la Republica Democratica del

Congo Thieves of State: Why Corruption Threatens Global Security Endangered Economies: How

the Neglect of Nature Threatens Our Prosperity Your Kids at Risk: How Teen Sex Threatens Our

Sons and Daughters Financial Crisis in American Households: The Basic Expenses That Bankrupt

the Middle Class A Piece of the Action: How the Middle Class Joined the Money Class Unearthed:

The Economic Roots of Our Environmental Crisis Prakriti: Your Ayurvedic Constitution (Your

Ayurvedic Constitution Revised Enlarged Second Edition) 

https://rosy-lisowe.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://rosy-lisowe.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://rosy-lisowe.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://rosy-lisowe.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

